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Two Different Trends of Public Libraries in the 21st Century
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Public Libraries
in China
constantly incre
ase and enter
into a period of
unprecedented
prosperity.

Public Libraries
in Europe and
America are at
standstill and
fall into
decline.
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m News » UK News » Politics

Two Trends Government closes hundreds of libraries as number of
visitors falls by millions
‘ zk%/z};ﬂé :E,I:E’,ffnfrﬂm Z:ﬁfj ’ ll:I:II }m/?\\ : Library visits have fallen by 40 million to 282million as 324 libraries have closed under Coalition cuts
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Public Libraries in Europe and America

at a standstill and fall into decline.

& 2009201304 1], JeEE 35141324
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Library visits fallen by 40 million to 282

million as 324 libraries closed from

2009/10 to 2013/14 in UK.

Closures: Hundreds of libraries have shut (Image: Getty)

Mirror Online. Government closes hundreds of libraries as number of visitors falls by millions [EB/OL]. [2018-09-
21]. https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/government-closes-hundreds-libraries-number-5119849.




Wiﬁq’ BN %‘ Figure 4. Percentage Change in Service Levels from FY2012 (N<428)
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The 2017 Public Library Data Service Report: | 5 S
Characteristics and Trend shows that since % Mean Reg Borrowers, -4.44%
-10.0%
FY2012, almost all output service level E
indicators (on a per capita basis) continue to 20 _ Mean InLibrary Use, 17.1%
decrease except for programs. 30.0% i g Mean Ref Transactions, -19.0%
-40.0%
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Public Libraries Online. The 2017 Public Library Data Service Report: Characteristics and Trends [EB/OL]. [2018-09-
21]. http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2017/12/the-2017-public-library-data-service-report-characteristics-and-trends/.
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Two Trends
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Public Libraries in China: constant growth

and unprecedented prosperity.
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2012-2017, 3 large public libraries with a single

library size of more than 100 thousand square TEETEE, RAERAI035YK, RERSAEIREANER
built up in Chi AHEBEZ—, MYQERSLRE70001, QITRREHIA10005, B
meters were built up in hina. PREE SRR I TAR, (S815/40001, FLEHZE1000%k,
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Two Trends
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Compared with those in the beginning of the
21stcentury, the number of public libraries,
the number of librarians, library spaces,
number of collections, book collection per
capita , the number of Library users,
circulation, publication-purchasing funds per
capita and the other indicators increased

greatly in 2017.
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i A\RIHFNESIAIIRIESS. i ARIFIENAIREFER2017 3R RSt AR [EB/OL]. [2018-09-13].
http://202.116.81.74/cache/2/03/zwgk.mct.gov.cn/3cf1f46efca235c02f22e286300e066a/W020180531619385990505.pdf.
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229 Ten Innovations of Chinese Public Libraries
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Innovation 1: One-card-through Library System
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Shanghai Central Library
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Many other cities of China
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In December 2000, Shanghai Central Library launched the one-card-through library system. At present, this system
has covered all the public libraries in Shanghai, with 3.9 million valid readers' cards and 66 million circulation.
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In 2004, with the Capital Library of China as the center, Beijing launched the one-card-through library system. In
2016, this system had 181 member libraries ( 129 of them can achieve coordinated loan and return ) ,

and 147,000 reader cards, and 69,662,000 book returns and 7,533,000 book borrowings.
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Since then, Shenzhen, Hangzhou, Dongguan, Foshan, Suzhou, Guangzhou, Chongging, Tianjin, Jinan and
many other cities have started the local one-card-through library system , this service model has been widely
used throughout China.
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Innovation 2: National Cultural Information Resources Sharing Project
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It is a major national cultural project to benefit all people, organized and implemented by the

Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Finance since April 2002.
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Innovation 2: National Cultural Information Resources Sharing
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By the end of 2015, the project had established one national center, 33 provincial sub-centers (coverage rate of
99%), 2843 municipal and county sub-centers (coverage rate of 99%), 35 719 Towns/streets service stations
(coverage rate of 89%), 700,000 villages/communities grassroots service points (coverage rate of 99%) and
benefited more than 120,000,000 people with 530TB digital resources.
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Shenzhen
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Innovation 3: City of Library
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Dongguan
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Guangzhou
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Innovation 4: National Reading Activity
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Proposal for Promoting National Reading Activities
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On April 6, 2006, 11 ministries and commissions jointly issued the
Proposal for Promoting National Reading Activities. It has become an
important way to build the learning society in China.
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Innovation 5: Self-service Library
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On July 21, 2008, the 24/7 urban neighborhood self-service library system developed by Shenzhen library and the company was
launched. By the end of 2017, 249 self-service libraries had been set up in Shenzhen, covering more than 98% of the streets.At
present, many cities in China set up self-help libraries. Self-service libraries have also been extended to the world, such as USA,

Australia, Korea and Europe.
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Innovation 6: Free Public Library Service
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- - IFLA/UNESCO Public Library Manifesto 1994:
- - u"“""iﬁ the public library shall in principle are free of charge.
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On January 26, 2011, the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Finance jointly issued the Views of the
Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Finance on Promoting the Free Opening of the National Art
Museums, Public Libraries and Cultural Centers/Stations, which is the first national policy of free public
library services by the central government of China.
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Chinese government still creatively puts forward the guarantee mechanism of free public library service
based on a special fund to subsidize the Midwest and reward the East.
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Innovation 7: Library +
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“BHEE+HE” “BEBE+ e “EBEL+RIT CBBE+RE” “BEBE+ES”

2011317, LT EBES®HLBWE1E In March 2011, Foshan Library and Foshan Book City

EEABEIITEEREL?, BEFBEBTR established a "New Book Lending Station" in the library,
e . o which opened a new cooperative mode of "library +
HAXEBEOEBEBEHEaE bookstore" and the innovation of library and social

HEANBEBESHLSEER B E. cooperation in China.
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Innovation 8: Construction of Public Library Service System
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In the early years of the new century, Some libraries took the lead in building the public library service
system in Guangdong Province. There have been a set of new patterns for the construction of public
library service system, including the "city of library" Model of Shenzhen Library, "cluster library"
Model of Dongguan Library, "united library" Model of Foshan, ""mobile library " Model of the Sun Yat-
sen Library, "Central-General-Branch Library" Model of Guangzhou.
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Following Guangdong Province, the eastern coastal cities explored the construction of public library
service system. ""Hangzhou Model ", "Suzhou Model ", "Jiaxing Model " appeared one by one.
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Innovation 8: Construction of Public Library Service System
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The 12t Five Year Plan of the Development of Nationwide Public Library in China issued in January 2013
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Innovation 9: Public Cultural Service Guarantee Law of the People’s Republic of China
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s — - This law is consists of 6 chapters: general provisions, construction and
management of public cultural facilities, provision of public cultural services,

safeguards, legal liabilities, supplementary provisions, with a total of 65 articles.
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This law stipulates that the construction of public cultural facilities and the
provision of public cultural services shall be incorporated into the national
economic and social development plan, the urban and rural plans of
governments, and the budgets of governments at all levels.
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Innovation 10: Public Library Law of the People’s Republic of China
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The Public Library Law of the People's Republic of China was
adopted at the 30th Session of the Standing Committee of the Twelfth
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November 4, 2017, which come into force on January 1, 2018. \ yee ®
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This law is consists of 6 chapters: general provisions,
establishment, operation, service, legal liabilities, supplementary provisions, with a total of 55 articles.
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On the basis of the Public Cultural Service Guarantee Law, it makes a comprehensive regulation on the nature, functions,
tasks, establishment, operation, services and legal liabilities of the public libraries.
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